Catholic New Zealand
the boycotting of the Services with regard to chaplains.
Nobody who knows anything about the Catholic Church
would suggest that young Catholics would agree to this,
and that is where one begins to wonder just what influence
Catholicism may have in the development of our Empire.
Not so long ago there was a movement in New Zealand,
which was loosely termed "Fascist", but in actual fact it
was only a desire on the part of the better-educated type
of people in the country, and especially young people, to
clean up politics and public life, and to develop New
Zealand more rapidly. Leaders of this organisation looked
round for a definite social programme. There were
Catholics in the movement, and they were influential in
having the social ideals of Catholics used as a background
for much of this programme. These ideals are to be
found in the encyclicals of Pope Pius XI, and also of Pope
Leo XIII, which I will discuss in another chapter.
Throughout the Empire one must realise that the
Catholic Church always stands for the recognition of
properly constituted authority. The Church will, there-
fore, be unwilling to encourage any form of rebellion.
Immediately one will question this by referring to the
position of the priests in Ireland during the Civil War and
the rebellion, and just as much during the recent and
present Spanish troubles.
With regard to Spain, however, one must feel that there
is a great deal of argument as to what is the properly
constituted authority, and the Church always makes an
exception when matters of faith or the Church herself
are openly attacked.
As regards Ireland, the Vatican has all along and for
many years shown, its definite disapproval of any action